Women Breaking Barriers
Hidden Figures: the American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black
Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race by Margot Lee
Shetterly
Before John Glenn orbited the earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a
group of dedicated female mathematicians known as "human computers" used
pencils, slide rules and adding machines to calculate the numbers that would
launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. Among these problem-solvers were a group of
exceptionally talented African American women, some of the brightest minds of their generation.
Originally relegated to teaching math in the South's segregated public schools, they were called
into service during the labor shortages of World War II, when America's aeronautics industry
was in dire need of anyone who had the right stuff. Suddenly, these overlooked math whizzes
had a shot at jobs worthy of their skills, and they answered Uncle Sam's call, moving to
Hampton Virginia and the fascinating, high-energy world of the Langley Memorial Aeronautical
Laboratory. Even as Virginia's Jim Crow laws required them to be segregated from their white
counterparts, the women of Langley's all-black "West Computing" group helped America
achieve one of the things it desired most: a decisive victory over the Soviet Union in the Cold
War, and complete domination of the heavens.

Know My Name: a Memoir by Chanel Miller
Brock Turner had been sentenced to just six months in county jail after he was
found sexually assaulting "Emily Doe" on Stanford's campus. Her victim impact
statement was posted on BuzzFeed, where it instantly went viral, was translated
globally, and read on the floor of Congress. It inspired changes in California law
and the recall of the judge in the case. Now Miller reclaims her identity to tell her
story of trauma, transcendence, and the power of words. She tells of her struggles with isolation
and shame during the aftermath and the trial, reveals the oppression victims face in even the
best-case scenarios, and illuminates a culture biased to protect perpetrators.

D-Day Girls: the Spies Who Armed the Resistance, Sabotaged the Nazis,
and Helped Win World War II by Sarah Rose
The dramatic, inspiring story of the extraordinary women recruited by Britain's
elite spy agency to sabotage the Nazis, shore up the Resistance, and pave the
way for Allied victory in World War II.

Becoming by Michelle Obama
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged
as one of the most iconic and compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the
United States of America, she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive
White House in history. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her
triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private. A deeply personal reckoning of a
woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied expectations.

Eyes on the Street: the Life of Jane Jacobs by Robert Kanigel
Chronicles the life of a noted activist who wrote seven groundbreaking books,
including her most famous, The Death and Life of Great American Cities; saved
neighborhoods; stopped expressways; was arrested twice; and engaged at home
and on the streets in thousands of debates -- all of which she won.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor
Southern tobacco farmer, yet her cells--taken without her knowledge--became
one of the most important tools in medicine. The first "immortal" human cells
grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for more
than sixty years. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine;
uncovered secrets of cancer and viruses; helped lead to in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene
mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks is buried in an
unmarked grave. Her family did not learn of her "immortality" until more than twenty years after
her death, when scientists began using her husband and children in research without informed
consent. The story of the Lacks family is inextricably connected to the dark history of
experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal battles over whether
we control the stuff we are made of.
I am Malala: the Girl Who Stood Up For Education and Was Shot By the
Taliban by Malala Yousafzai
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out.
Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education.
On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate
price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home
from school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous
recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to
the halls of the United Nations in New York.

The Radium Girls: the Dark Story of America's Shining Women by Kate Moore
As World War I raged across the globe, hundreds of young women toiled away at
the radium-dial factories, where they painted clock faces with a mysterious new
substance called radium. Assured by their bosses that the luminous material was
safe, the women themselves shone brightly in the dark, covered from head to toe
with the glowing dust. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" were
considered the luckiest alive--until they began to fall mysteriously ill. As the fatal
poison of the radium took hold, they found themselves embroiled in one of
America's biggest scandals and a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights. The Radium Girls
explores the strength of extraordinary women in the face of almost impossible circumstances
and the astonishing legacy they left behind.

The Moment of Lift: How Empowering Women Changes the World by
Melinda Gates
A timely call to action for women's empowerment by the influential co-chair of the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation identifies the link between women's equality and
societal health, sharing uplifting insights by international advocates in the fight
against gender bias.

Educated: a Memoir by Tara Westover
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to
survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by
stockpiling home-canned peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag."
In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the
winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. The family was so isolated from
mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an
education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. As a way
out, Tara began to educate herself, learning enough mathematics and grammar to be admitted
to Brigham Young University. Her quest for knowledge would transform her, taking her over
oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder if
she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home. With the acute insight that distinguishes all
great writers, Tara Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart
of what an education offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes, and the will to
change it.

